
 
 
Greetings, Riverside FANS! 
 
As you know, with March being Developmental Disabilities Awareness Month, it’s one of 
our favorite times of the year. We always enjoy sharing the stories of the people we 
serve, highlighting them for who they are and who they hope to become. We were sad 
to see March end, but lucky for us, April brought National Volunteer Appreciation Week! 
 
From April 7-13, organizations across the nation recognized their volunteers for their 
service, and we couldn’t pass up the chance to join in on the celebrations. Here at 
Riverside we know just how much you all mean to our agency and those we serve, but 
we wanted our Miami County community and beyond to know too. It was heartwarming 
to see so many of our friends, families and neighbors share their love for all of you. As 
people reacted, commented and shared each Facebook post, it was obvious just how 
much of an impact you all have had in the lives of those around you. 
 
If you didn’t catch our Facebook posts from that week, make sure you check them out 
and see some of the love our Miami County community threw your way. We enjoyed 
sharing your pictures and achievements, and we can’t wait to see what we can do for 
next year’s appreciation week! In the meantime, we’d like to continue our tradition of 
recognizing our FANS for their latest contributions. Please join us in thanking the 
following people:  
 

 Julia Brandewie and Danielle Koogler for helping coach this year’s Special 
Olympics volleyball teams. You’ve been such a blessing to our athletes and staff. 

 Riverside’s army of soccer FANS, Gretchen and Jack Boggs, Luke Hahn, Jordan 
Shepherd, Colton Teepe and Chelsea Warner, as well as Brian Peters, Joel 
Rench, Lydia Demmitt, ZyAire Parker and Riley and Ryann Spoltman from the 
Troy Christian High School girls soccer team. Thank you for joining us this season! 

 Kathy Garman, Josh Harman, Joyce Morrow, Becky Perry, Sue Pounds and 
Charlie Sheehan from Troy Christian Church for coming on a moment’s notice to 
help tab and label the Spring 2019 ABLE Magazine. This amazing group tabbed 
and labeled nearly 1,500 magazines in just over two hours! (Pictured below, far 
left) 

 Andria Kleiner for baking a delicious chocolate cake with chocolate buttercream 
frosting for Riverside’s entry in the Cakes for a Cause fundraiser for the Piqua 
Community Foundation. (Pictured below, second from left) 



 Jess Robb and Kyley Vest for volunteering to make new practice jerseys for our 
Special Olympics basketball players. We’re excited to see your creativity in action! 

 Penny and Jack Hoekstra for donating $50 to our Special Olympics program in 
honor of your brother and fellow FAN, Bob Schoknecht, and his birthday. 

 David Maxson, Carla Brogden and Mindy Baker for sharing your musical 
talents and being members of the Riverside Bell Choir. David, we appreciate your 
steadfast leadership, and we’re glad you joined us, Carla and Mindy! (Carla and 
Mindy are pictured below, second from right at the Bell Choir’s performance at 
StoryPoint.) 

 Laura Stanhope for organizing both our Early Intervention service coordinators 
and developmental specialists’ office cabinets. We’re in awe of your organization 
skills. 

 Eileen Littleton for preparing for and cleaning up after our Aktion Club and 
Adventures in Advocacy meetings every month. 

 Victoria Glover for being a dedicated FAN and tutoring one of the children we 
serve. We especially love how the two of you have become friends, too! 

 Mark Higgins and Complete Fitness for not only starting our new Special 
Olympics Power Lifting team, but also for organizing a multi-county lifting 
tournament in May. Your enthusiasm is inspiring! 

 Mr. Snell and the students from the Upper Valley Career Center’s 
manufacturing technology program for building our three-wheel bikes for our 
Community Connections Department. We’ll have them just in time for our spring 
bike riding activities. (Pictured below, far right) 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
You can see more pictures of our FANS by visiting our Facebook page. We also featured 
some of our FANS in our latest edition of ABLE Magazine, now available in our office, 
online and throughout the county. Pick up or download your copy today! 
 



Our FANS program has received several new opportunities for you to support those we 
serve. If you can fulfill any of these requests, please give us a call. Not able to help but 
know someone who can? Send them this newsletter! 
 
If you or someone you know can help, please contact Brittany Ulman at (937) 440-3049 
or brittany.ulman@riversidedd.org. Here are the details: 
 

 Golf Buddies – The weather is finally starting to resemble spring, and that means 
it’s time to hit the green! If you’d like to be a golf buddy this year, practices will 
be on Fridays from 9 – 11 AM at Cliffside Golf Course starting June 14. Those 
interested should contact Brittany Ulman at (937) 440-3049 as soon as possible 
to secure a spot. 

 Window A/C – It may seem hard to believe, but hot weather will be here before 
we know it. To prepare for the impending humidity, a woman we serve is looking 
for a window A/C unit. 

 Tutors – Whether it’s a child wanting to improve his reading skills or an adult 
looking to develop his counting skills, our FANS Department has several requests 
for tutors. Tutors of all ages are welcome! 

 Buddies – For some, it’s a ride to church every week. For others, it’s just hanging 
out at the local coffee shop. And for a few, it’s exploring the world outside Miami 
County. The possibilities are endless and so is the impact. After all, nothing beats 
a friend. Buddies of all ages, genders and availabilities are welcome. Just let us 
know your interests and schedule, and we’ll find just the friend for you! 

 Cart – A gentleman who receives our services uses a cart to help him carry his 
belongings when travelling around town, but his current one is in disrepair.  

 Couch, Loveseat or Recliner – With spring comes fresh starts. A handful of those 
we serve are starting their life in an apartment of their own and are looking for a 
couch, loveseat or recliner. 

 Piano & Guitar Lessons – Do you love to play the piano or guitar? Do you want 
to share your talents with others? We have one gentleman who would like to 
learn to play guitar and has already purchased one of his own. Another 
gentleman would like to improve his piano skills. 

 Appliances – Many of our folks who live on their own are looking for some new 
appliances for their homes, including washers, stoves, dishwashers and small 
chest freezers. 
 

Discover a new way you can support those we serve? See something you’d like to 
donate? Want to create your own FANS experience and start a new program or activity? 
If so, please contact Brittany Ulman at (937) 440-3049 
or brittany.ulman@riversidedd.org for more information about your next step. 



 
If you know someone who’d like to be a Riverside FAN, please send them this 
newsletter. You can also direct them to the Volunteer page on our website where they 
can learn more about FANS, sign up for the email list and download a FANS application. 
 
As you all embark on your next adventure, we ask for you to continue being yourselves 
and spreading kindness wherever you go. It’s our hope to create a community that 
accepts people of all abilities, and we all play a significant part in making that happen. 
 
Not only must we be kind to one another, no matter our differences, we must also be 
the voice for those who need us. Direct Support Professionals (DSPs), or service 
providers, play a key role in the lives of those with developmental disabilities. They are 
more than a care taker, it is more than a job. They are friends, advocates. They are 
family. 
 
And this family is facing a dire DSP workforce shortage here in Miami County and as a 
nation. Please join us as we continue to advocate for the dedicated DSPs who make 
such a difference in the lives of those with developmental disabilities every day. 
 
Bridge2Equality is hosting a rally at the Statehouse on May 16 at 11 am. Come and 
make Miami County’s voice heard as we all fight to bring awareness about the support 
and funding our DSPs deserve. For more information about Bridge2Equality, visit their 
Facebook page or website at bridge2equality.com. DSPs do so much for so many other 
people, please help us return the favor. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Brittany Ulman 


