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This summer we are finishing up the construction projects in our

building, which began earlier this year. Our building was erected in

1962 and hasn't had any significant changes to it since 1998,

although our services have changed dramatically through the course

of all those years. 

With our role shifting toward service coordination, and our partner

agencies handling the delivery of direct services in the community,

we have found it increasingly important to offer regular trainings on a

variety of topics to direct support professionals (DSPs). Increased

training will ensure that staff who work directly with the people we

serve have the competence and confidence to deliver top-notch

services. By the end of summer, we will have a new training center

with comfortable seating and up-to-date technology to support these

valuable workers. 

In addition to the training center, we are returning our main lobby to

the doors facing Troy Sidney Road. Our entrance has been a source

of confusion for new visitors for many years, and now with RT

Industries renting space in our building for Adult Day Services, it

became necessary to have separate entrances for our separate

business purposes. The new doors will also serve to increase safety

and security in the building.  

Throughout this project, careful stewardship of local taxpayer dollars

has been a focus for our entire team. We scaled back when projects

were too expensive, and stretched each dollar as far as possible. I

look forward to finishing the project and beginning to use our facility

in a way that supports today's service delivery model. I hope you'll

find these modest but important updates to be a great enhancement

to our services in Miami County. 
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GOODWILL JOB COM

"They're a great asset, and we love having them here every week."

Stephanie Silk, Troy Fire Department (TFD) Clerk/Typist, says of

the TFD's four newest team members. 

Both Herman and Wesley participate in the program five days of the week while Brook and Ryan do so for three

days. Each day is dedicated to a specific organization, Mondays being at St. Patrick Soup Kitchen in Troy,

Tuesdays at The Avenue out of Ginghamsburg Church in Tipp City, Wednesdays at the Miami County YMCA's

Robinson Branch, Thursdays at TFD, and Fridays at the WACO Museum in Troy. 

Herman Ahrns, Ryan Craddock, and 

Brooke Barlage at the Troy Fire Dept.

Wesley Everett 

at the Troy Fire Dept.

Last fall, Herman Ahrns, Brooke Barlage, and Wesley Everett

began working with the Troy Fire Department as part of the

Goodwill Easter Seals Miami Valley's Job Com Program. A few

months later in April 2018, Ryan Craddock joined the group, and

they have been inseparable ever since. 

Along with their job coach, Carolyn Warren, the group works with several local organizations, providing them

with some extra sets of hands wherever they are needed. The program, which first found its roots in Warren and

Montgomery Counties, aims to help people gain independence as they pursue the Path to Employment by

becoming actively engaged and employed in their communities. 

After witnessing the program's success elsewhere, Carolyn wanted to begin a group in Miami County. So, with

the help of Riverside's Community Navigator Dwayne Hall, the pair spent months collaborating with local

organizations and Goodwill Easter Seals Miami Valley to bring the program. Finally in October 2017, their hard

work paid off as Brooke, Herman, Ryan, and Wesley became the county's first success story. 

The group usually helps each organization with a variety of tasks, ranging anywhere

from cleaning windows and tables to setting up for events. In the end, Brooke,

Herman, Ryan, and Wesley would like to complete the program and gain permanent

employment in a field that interests them. Brooke in particular would like to one day

work with children or the elderly. 

Though it has only been a matter of months since the program first began, all four

members have made tremendous progress in gaining the skills and experience they

need to achieve their goals of full-time employment. However, the progress doesn't

end there. When asked about each person's achievements these past few months,

Carolyn can't help but smile as she talks about how all of them have grown out of

their comfort zones and really connected with their fellow community members. "It's

amazing to see how welcoming the community has been wherever they have gone,

and how each of them has interacted with their peers." 

Eventually, Carolyn hopes to add a second group of 4-5 individuals in Miami County

and connect even more people with stable community employment. The program will  

also continue to grow when Brooke, Herman, Ryan, and Wesley find employment and allow another set of future-

workers to enter Goodwill's Job Com Program. Until then, the group will continue working alongside their friends,

both within the program and at each of their community partners--like the one at the Troy Fire Department that has

developed into a mutual friendship. 
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COMMUNITY PARTNERSHIPS

Miami County is filled with so many kind people and organizations who are willing to donate their time, energy

and resources, and we are fortunate to be a part of such an incredible community! Over the past several

months, we have forged strong partnerships with several local organizations to continue toward our vision of

creating a community that supports and values people of all abilities. 

We sincerely thank all of these groups for their tremendous support. Riverside would not be the same without

the wonderful support you provide to us. We are forever grateful for these new friendships . Thank you! 

SOCCER BUDDIES

...AND MORE BUDDIES!

The 2018 soccer season started with a few speed bumps--and

definitely more than its fair share of spring showers--but groups

like those from Troy Christian High School and Piqua City Schools

have proven to be a constant ray of sunshine. 

Our Miami County Magic soccer team absolutely loves sharing the

field with the players from Troy Christian and Piqua during several

of their practices. Magic soccer player Richard Peters and Erin

Schenk from Troy Christian took a break from the action one night

and posed for a picture together.

Getting the opportunity to improve their skills has been a season

highlight for the Magic soccer players, but the friendships they built 

will be what they remember most.

Everyone loves our Miami County Magic soccer team and

wants to spend as much time with them as they can! But,

if we are being perfectly honest, that does not surprise us

one bit because they are all amazing! 

This season, Chelsea Warner has returned as the team's

head coach and has recruited two wonderful fellow soccer

aficionados, Gretchen and Jack Boggs, to help with

practices as well.

It truly is remarkable to see all these budding friendships

blossom throughout the season, and we are so excited to

see where these community connections take these

athletes in the future!
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COOKING BASICS

CLASSES

In April, the Ohio State University

Extension Office in Miami County

offered their first Cooking Basics

Class where participants could

master new kitchen skills such as

practicing food safety, creating a

healthy menu, and more.  

Participants Darren Miller, Tristan

Yingst, and Maggie Bondurant 

(pictured right) had an absolute

blast learning from their

instructor, Alisha Barton. 

Over the course of three one-hour

classes, the group learned to

make several tasty recipes

including veggie pizzas, skillet

noodles and beef, and fruit salad.

Equipped with these skills, they

all can't wait to embark on new

culinary adventures and show

off their skills in the kitchen! 

OACB CONFERENCE

Thanks to Alisha and the OSU

Extension Office, Darren,

Tristan, and Maggie are well on

their way to reaching their goals

to become more independent. 

On May 10 & 11, the Ohio

Association of County Boards

(OACB) held their Spring

Conference in Columbus.

This year's programming focused

on the theme, "Relationships

Matters," encouraged participants

to examine the connections

between county boards of DD and

community leaders, providers, and

local officials.

Riverside had several individuals

attend the conference to represent

Miami County and our recent

successes. 

Superintendent Brian Green

attended the conference in addition

to some SSAs, and members of

Riverside's management team.  

During one session, three self-

advocates from Miami County were

invited to share their successes with

using the LifeCourse Tools to

create meaningful outcomes in their

lives. Courtney Comer, Maggie,

Bondurant, and Paula Baker

(pictured below) were joined by

SSAs Rebekah Holly and Nick

Rowe for their presentations, and

they all did fantastic! Great job,

ladies!BELL CHOIR 

PERFORMANCE

After weeks of practice, the

Riverside Bell Choir put their

skills to the test during their joint

performance with the Fletcher

United Methodist Church Bell

Choir on Sunday, May 6 during

their Spring Music Festival.

The Bell Choir also showcased

their talent on Sunday, June 3 

during the Troy Strawberry

Festival. Look for them during

upcoming performances this fall!

Beautiful melodies rang

throughout the sanctuary as

our Bell Choir performed songs

such as "God Bless America"

and "Just a Spoonful of Sugar."
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JONNI PARKER

According to those closest to her, Miami East senior and Ohio
Gatorade Volleyball Player of the Year Jonni Parker repeatedly
showcases her outstanding character and compassion for others.  

Jonni (pictured with Miami East teacher and volleyball coach Dan
Peterson) recently demonstrated this trademark kindness by directing a
Gatorade Foundation donation of $1,000 in her honor to Riverside.
Recently, a few staff from Riverside visited Miami East High School to
present Jonni with a certificate of gratitude and a thank you letter
signed by Riverside Superintendent Brian Green. 

Please join us in extending a sincere thank you to Jonni, and
congratulating her on being chosen as the 2018 Ohio Gatorade
Volleyball Player of the Year. Good luck at Penn State, Jonni! 

TROY ASTRA CLUB

The tradition continued as the club raised over $300

at their charity Walk-a-Thon in April and donated

proceeds to Riverside.

YOUNG ATHLETES PLAY & SPORTS GROUP

Sports are a fantastic way for kids to stay active and make new friends, so our

Recreation Department launched its first Young Athletes Play & Sports Group in

May to give all kids ages 2-7 the chance to improve their basic sports skills. 

This free program included 6 stations aimed at improving strength, coordination,

following directions, and more. Kolten Luersman and his mom (pictured right)

loved be a part of the first group. 

The next Young Athletes Play & Sports Group is scheduled to take place on

Friday, August 24 from 5:30-7 pm. For more information on the group, please

contact Joy Starry at (937) 440-3048 or joy.starry@riversidedd.org.

Pictured left to right: Jackie (ASTRA Club member),

Angie Anderson (ASTRA Club Advisor),  

and Melissa Nichols (Riverside's Community

Awareness & Opportunities Director)

In May, Riverside's Community Awareness & Opportunities

Director Melissa Nichols visited the high school to accept

the donation, as well as to present the ASTRA Club with a

certificate of gratitude and a signed letter of appreciation

from Riverside's Superintendent Brian Green.

Troy High School teacher Angie Anderson and the Troy

High School ASTRA Club have repeatedly demonstrated

their support of people with developmental disabilities with

their donations and service.
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Aktion Club gives adults with disabilities an opportunity

to serve their community while developing initiative and

leadership skills. For more information about Aktion

Club, please contact Krista Smith at (937) 310-3260. 

GIVING BACK

The Miami County Aktion Club loves giving back to

their community! So far this year, they have donated: 

6 tie-blankets for We Love Birthday Parties &

Dayton Children's Hospital, 

over 1,000 food items to Food Place Food

Pantry, and 

$234.89 to the March of Dimes organization. 

Sports Banquet

Congratulations, Miami County Magic, 

on an amazing 2017 season!
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ADVENTURES IN ADVOCACY

Adventures in Advocacy is a self-advocacy

group that encourages personal growth by

hosting inspirational speakers, state

dignitaries, and self-advocacy groups from

other counties. 

For more information about Adventures in

Advocacy, please contact Krista Smith at 

(937) 310-3260. 

They meet every third Wednesday of the

month from 3:30 - 4:30 pm at Riverside. 


